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Bin capacity audit results
October 2023 and January 2024 

During October 2023 and January 2024, officers from South Oxfordshire and Vale of White Horse District Councils carried out a capacity audit of resident’s residual waste and dry recycling bins. The surveys in October were to record the available capacity in bins expected for the majority of the year, whereas the surveys in January record capacity during the busiest weeks. Data collected from the surveys will inform household waste collection services in the future. One of the potential changes to waste collection in the future, less frequent collections, would require sufficient ‘bin space’. The amount of space in the average wheeled bin was something the survey provided evidence of.
A total of 21 roads were surveyed in 11 towns and villages, with each road visited on collection days over a two week period. 
Summary
In both October and January, the dry recycling bins were fuller and had less available capacity than the residual waste bins. 
Residual waste bins had similar levels of available capacity in October and January.
Dry recycling bins had less available capacity in January than in October, especially in the first week of the January survey. 
Residual
For the residual waste bins, the October and January surveys yielded very similar results, with no significant differences in available capacity. 
These results are presented in Table 1, and Figures 1, 2 and 3 below.
Table 1: Residual results
	
	October
Both weeks
	January
Both weeks
	January 
Week 1 only

	100% or over 100% full*
	29%
	29%
	29%

	50% or less full
	31%
	29%
	28%

	Average space used in bins presented
	69%
	71%
	71%







Dry recycling
For the dry recycling bins, the results from surveys in October and January were very similar with slightly less space available in the bins in January. However, when the January results are split by week and we look at the first week, 9th to 13th January, there is a significant change in capacity. 10% more of the bins are either 100% or over 100% full, and the average space used in the bins increases from 76% to 85%. 
These results are presented in Table 2, and Figures 4, 5 and 6 below.
Table 2: Dry recycling results
	
	October
Both weeks
	January
Both weeks
	January 
Week 1 only

	100% or over 100% full*
	39%
	40%
	49%

	50% or less full
	26%
	20%
	13%

	Average space used in bins presented
	76%
	79%
	85%









Data limitations
· There is no information on the available capacity in bins not presented. This report assumes that the majority of these bins have not been presented because the resident is comfortable that they have sufficient capacity available to wait until their next collection in two weeks.
· The bins that were presented may contain two, four, or more weeks’ worth of residual waste or dry recycling materials. This report assumes that each bin contains only two weeks’ worth of waste. 

*A bin that was recorded as over 100% full was either overflowing or had additional waste presented alongside the bin. 
*Percentages are rounded to the nearest whole number and therefore may not always add up to 100%.
Figure 5: Dry recycling - January


Over 100%	100%	75%	50%	25%	No bin presented	0.1102803738317757	0.28785046728971964	0.17757009345794392	0.12242990654205607	7.476635514018691E-2	0.22710280373831776	

Figure 6: Dry recycling - January Week 1


Over 100%	100%	75%	50%	25%	No bin presented	0.15051546391752577	0.34226804123711341	0.16494845360824742	9.2783505154639179E-2	3.711340206185567E-2	0.21237113402061855	

Figure 1: Residual waste - October


Over 100%	100%	75%	50%	25%	No bin presented	2.4276377217553689E-2	0.2735760971055089	0.17273576097105509	0.16246498599439776	0.15686274509803921	0.21008403361344538	

Figure 2: Residual waste - January


Over 100%	100%	75%	50%	25%	No bin presented	2.6192703461178673E-2	0.26660430308699717	0.16089803554724041	0.16557530402245088	0.12815715622076707	0.25257249766136575	

Figure 3: Residual - January Week 1


Over 100%	100%	75%	50%	25%	No bin presented	2.9109589041095889E-2	0.26027397260273971	0.14897260273972604	0.1678082191780822	0.11643835616438356	0.2773972602739726	

Figure 4: Dry recycling - October


Over 100%	100%	75%	50%	25%	No bin presented	8.4967320261437912E-2	0.31465919701213818	0.17740429505135388	0.15032679738562091	0.10830999066293184	0.16433239962651727	
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